25th ANNIVERSARY YEAR

FRIENDS OF THE HIGHWAY GALLERY
Newsletter December 2015 Convenor: Marie Donald
 Message from the Convenor
The Friends of The Highway Gallery have just hosted our Festive Gifts Exhibition which was held
earlier this year in the hope to catch the market. Handcrafted gifts, reflecting the Christmas
Season, were delightful and brought many of our HG Friends back as volunteers to assist with the
working of the Gallery. Our hopes for next year are pinned on the Monash City Council's decisions.
We congratulate Cr Rebecca Paterson on her new role as Deputy Mayor especially as she is one of
the Mount Waverley Ward Councillors and has Opened 3 of our major Exhibitions this year.
My health problems, along with family situations, have prevented me from full participation in
many activities but I hope for better outcomes next year.
Merry Christmas to all
Editor's note - Already many have renewed their Friends membership for next year and your
receipt is enclosed. For those still to renew, forms are available near the front door of the Gallery or
phone Marj Walker on 9803 9071 with any queries.

 Friends' Coffee Mornings - 1st Monday of each month at 10:30 am
Report of Monday November 2 - Godfrey Clay's Teapots
One of our members, Godfrey Clay, gave us an interesting talk about the history of Tea and his Teapot
Collection. Godfrey is also the Chairman of the Friends of the MGA. Godfrey's talk covered the growing and
processing of different styles of tea and tea drinking traditions in different cultures. He and other Friends
brought along a few samples of Excellent Tea for us to taste and showed fascinating samples from his vast
collection of Teapots and described interesting aspects of their designs.

Chrystabel checking in Christmas Gifts

The walls were decked out with the Highmount Pre School
Exhibition which was still on display in the Gallery

2
Next Coffee Morning - Monday December 7 from 10:30 am
Our Annual Christmas Lunch
Tea and coffee will be available as usual from 10:30 am as we prepare for our Friends' Christmas Lunch.
As is our usual practice, for December Coffee Morning, we will have our Christmas Lunch from elevenish
with an informal social time. Please bring along something to share. Drinks will be provided.
We have received this aerial view of the Itokama School, airstrip and village. Traditional villages in rural
areas in PNG are always well organised with a spacious layout. The school is at the top left and on the other
side of the airstrip is the village. For new members, we have a donation bowl at our Christmas Lunch to
support a small School in PNG where the whole village was damaged with Cyclone Guba in 2007.
Enterprisingly the first step, after a Cyclone, is to go to forest to collect round timber for framework. Woven
pandanus provides the walls and grass for the roof. This area of the Owen Stanley Ranges is heavily forested
and has limited road access. Small aircraft is almost the only way to efficiently deliver supplies.

Recent pictures sent from Itokama School

You are looking at the Itokama Village
The green diagonal line is the airstrip
The Itokama School is top left
:

Traditional welcome for a visiting Medical Team

Students outside classrooms meeting visitors

If you have interested persons who may like to join The Highway Gallery Friends please feel free to
bring them along to the Christmas Lunch next Monday.

The Highway Gallery, 14 The Highway, Mount Waverley 3149

9807 7261

Opening times - Wednesday to Sunday 12:00 noon to 4:00 pm or by appointment
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