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Message  from the Editor  -  Marjorie Walker 
 

Thanks to Marie's son Colin Donald we have heard that Marie's health has improved and she is now able to 

do her own shopping and other tasks. 

We hope that Marie will be able to attend our next Coffee Morning. 
  
Please feel free to invite your friends, family or others interested to our Coffee Mornings: All  welcome. 

 

Friends' Coffee Mornings:1st Mon of each month 10:30 am to 11:30 am 
at the New Horizons Books and Coffee Shop,  46 Montclair Ave,  Glen Waverley 

Report on May Coffee Morning  

Speaker:  Stella Crabb,  

                   Manager of New Horizons books and Coffee Shop  

Subject: Women who made a difference 
 

Stella has come from a teaching background like several of our other 

speakers for 2019.  
 

To our pleasant surprise Stella served us a traditional High Tea  at  

our May Coffee Morning. How delightful. 

The High Tea was so enjoyable it was hard to get members to proceed  

to the hall for the talk  

                            Darshini's review of Stella's presentation is on page 2. 

  

Above:  Stella describing items from the display. 

 
 

Monday June 3, Coffee Morning 

Speaker:  Sylvia Mason 

Subject:   Weaving and its many processes 
 

Sylvia has been a long time member of our Friends Group as far back in the early 1980's when the Gallery in 

The Highway was the Waverley City Gallery. 

She is the fourth teacher in a row to be a Speaker at our monthly Friends Coffee Morning. 
 

Sylvia, a textile artist working with Spinning and Weaving, studying and teaching at the Emily McPherson 

College of Domestic Economy and many other Senior Technical Colleges in Melbourne and Regional 

Victoria. 

She will bring an Inkle Loom for you to have a try and she will have a variety of completed items for you to  

feel the texture. Many of you will know the beautiful works Sylvia has previously displayed.  /2 
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             Talk by Stella Crabb May 6, 2019       Reviewed by Darshini Paranavitana  

     Topic   - Women who made a Difference 
 

Stella Crabb  along with her lovely volunteers runs  a  coffee shop 'with a difference'.  

Her expertise is not confined to creating the delicious meals and delicacies she serves but she is 

amazingly creative in the skill of transforming the Coffee Rooms with colours to match the seasons, always 

creating restful spaces that people look forward to returning to. 

 

Stella began her talk by 'walking us thru' a fascinating array of art and craft items sold in the Gift Shop at 

New Horizons Books. There were brightly coloured aprons  and cushion covers with quirky themes designed 

by Michelle Pyke, there were beautiful children's cardigans and blankets lovingly  knitted. Brilliantly 

coloured Indigenous artwork transferred onto Handbags, vanity cases, cushion covers and other useful gift 

items by indigenous artists at Utopia in the Centre of Australia. Each of these items  handcrafted by women 

using their talent to make a difference in their  communities.  

 

The Highlight of Stella's talk was her reference to 3 stories that have impacted on her own life.  

1. Christine Nixon's life and work as the former Police Commissioner in Victoria, her dedication to duty  

    and her outstanding contribution as a woman, in a largely man's world, has inspired Stella greatly. 

 

2. High on her list of heroines are the 'Bucket Women' of  post war Germany. Women who, with their    

    husbands already dead or prisoners of war, set about clearing up the ruins of cities, working with pickaxes   

    to knock each brick clean of mortar, so that they could be used  to rebuild their cities.  

    Millions of cubic metres of rubble was reused, thanks to these women making a difference. 

  

3. Stella finished with the poignant story of Irena Sendler, at 29 years who from 1942 -1943 saved 2500  

    Jewish infants from  being killed by the Nazis. Irena was lost in history until four young girls doing  

    research in an American University stumbled on her story. In 1960 the girls traced her, still living in a  

    remote village in Warsaw where they managed to make contact with her by phone. During their first  

    conversation, they asked her how she found the courage to do this. Her reply was " My parents  

    taught me that if a man is drowning, no matter what his religion or nationality, he must be saved" 

     (You can read more of Irena if you put her name in google - NLR Editor) 
 

   So thank you Stella......you, yourself are a woman who has  

   made a difference in the lives of others:     Darshini 

 

 

 

 

   At right: Stella showing one of her favourite apron     

     designs with many hand made items on the bench 

        for us to look at. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Circle of Art Friends wish to show appreciation for the printing of this NLR 

to Matt Fregon MP - State Member for Mount Waverley District 
1/40 Montclair Avenue, Glen Waverley, VIC 3150  Ph: 9561 0511 


