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Message  from the Editor  -  Marjorie Walker 
 

Our Coffee Mornings continue to be cheerful and informative events. Please feel free to invite your friends, 

family or others interested to attend. 

As we meet the first Monday of each month, this year our July Coffee Morning is the week before NAIDOC 

which leaves us free to attend the City of Monash Flag Raising Ceremony on June 8 - see details on page 2. 

 

Friends' Coffee Mornings:1st Mon of each month 10:30 am to 11:30 am 
at the New Horizons Books and Coffee Shop,  46 Montclair Ave,  Glen Waverley 

Report on June 3, Coffee Morning  

Speaker: Sylvia Mason 

Subject: Weaving and its many processes 
 

Sylvia has been a member of our Friends group since August 1986  

when The Highway Gallery Friends formed out of a team of  

Volunteers who had given their time to get 14 The Highway going 

as a workable Gallery after the then Council purchased the property  

because some of the land was needed for roads, roundabout etc. 
 

At right:  Sylvia and Marcia modelling the hand made treasures 

    needed for these winter days 

 

You can see Marcia's report of Sylvia's presentation on page 2. 
 

 

Monday July 1, Coffee Morning 

Speaker:  Marlene Young Scerri, our guest for NAIDOC Week  

Subject:  Indigenous art work using present day techniques. 
 

Auntie Marle is a proud Gunai/Gunditjmara woman who, after leaving school, worked at Julius Marlow 

Shoe Company where she learnt to sew leather on Industrial Machines. To this day Marlene has her own 

Industrial Sewing Machine which is in constant use to produce the high quality items she produces from 

many commissions. She will display some for us next Monday, July 1, at our Coffee Morning.  
 

Marlene has played a big part in NAIDOC Week Exhibitions held in the City of Monash over many years. 

She was the Co-ordinator of the Gurwidj Koorie Neighbourhood House in Northcote in the 1990's where 

many Aboriginal people attended to learn skills, like screen printing, batik, quilting,sewing, pottery,wood 

carving etc which they used when displaying their traditional designs on usable items.  
 

Many of  Marlene's art works are held in collections throughout Australia and abroad, like the Koorie 

Heritage Trust now situated in Federation Square close to the entry to the NGV. 
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NAIDOC Week in the City of Monash 

2019 theme - Voice. Treaty. Truth.  Lets work together for a shared future 
 

This year's City of Monash NAIDOC Week Flag Raising will be held at the Civic Centre, Springvale Rd on 

Monday, July 8, followed by a free Bush Tucker BBQ. All Welcome!! No need to book. 
 
Other NAIDOC events and activities are outlind on the front page of the June 2019 Monash Bulletin which 

has been distributed to all residences in the city. 

 

For more information or enquiries phone 9518 3636 or go to www.monash.vic.gov.au/festivals 

 
 

Talk by Sylvia Mason June 3, 2019              Reviewed by Marcia Collins  

Topic   - Weaving and its many processes 
 

Sylvia Mason is an absolute inspiration to anyone who loves textiles. She has 

been a talented and accomplished spinner and weaver for decades, studying and 

teaching since she was 15 years old.  
 

She is still passionate and still learning. Her work was an important part of the 

fabric of The Highway Gallery since it first began in the early 1980s. Sylvia's 

bookmarks were a constant in the Gift Shop and her beautiful works appeared 

in many exhibitions. 

 

For her talk, Sylvia was dressed in a stunning cocoon wrap she made and which many of us studied with 

fascination. A seemingly simple pattern which becomes an elegant jacket. I now want to make one for 

myself! Sylvia illustrated her talk with many beautiful items she has made: scarves, quilts, tapestries, and 

now, knee rugs for people in nursing homes. As I’m writing this, I am wrapped in a beautiful mohair scarf 

she wove. When she showed us this particular item, my eyes lit up. I wanted it, and she kindly let me buy it! 

This, I guess, is the genius of Sylvia’s work. Beautiful things we can use, not just to be hung on the wall.  

 

Although Sylvia did tell us that, hundreds of years ago, tapestries were used to make draughty castles warmer 

by putting heavy woollen woven works of art on walls and windows to keep the heat in.  
 

 

 

Sylvia works from graphs and, with the help of her looms, explained 

warp, weft and other weaving terms. Wool is her favourite yarn to  

work with, especially merino.  
 

Thank you, Sylvia, for sharing your knowledge and love of weaving.  

We all thoroughly enjoyed your talk.  
 

                                                                      Marcia Collins 

 

 
 

 

 

Circle of Art Friends wish to show appreciation for the printing of this NLR 

to Matt Fregon MP - State Member for Mount Waverley District 
1/40 Montclair Avenue, Glen Waverley, VIC 3150  Ph: 9561 0511 

This office is located on the land of the Kulin Nations 


